Maurice Stern ‐ Singer and Sculptor
MAURICE STERN in front of the bust of a New York physician.
When the Wiesbaden audience listens to the American tenor Maurice Stern
singing in the role of Hans in Smetana's opera "The Bartered Bride" or will
soon hear him in the "Gypsy Baron," only very few will know that this singer
has another artistic talent. Maurice Stern studied music at the Eastman
School of Art in New York, which he left as a graduated music teacher.
He became a member of the New York City Opera at Lincoln Center and had
many guest appearance tours with them. It was on tour in 1964 when he was
drawn into a shop to buy drawing materials. Instead, he purchased modelling
clay and began to sculpt as an autodidact. Until he came to the Städtische
Buhnen Flensburg in 1969, he had his sculptures cast. In Flensburg, where his
wife, the pianist and singer Rita Loving also worked as a répétiteur, Maurice
Stern learned to cast by himself at the school of applied arts. His wife, with
whom he holds concerts in many Jewish communities, his musically gifted
children, who often also participate, friends, artists and many well‐known
New Yorkers have modeled for his sculptures. His materials are plasticine,
bronze, plaster and polyester.
He also works on small sculptures based on musical motifs. Before Maurice
Stern came to Wiesbaden for this season, he showed some of his heads and
several small, theatrical figures from opera and concert in the foyer of the
Flensburg city theater. Stern, who was also a part‐time cantor in New York at
the Reformed Jewish Community in Yonkers, is now showing a series of his
sculptures in the Moering Studio after several exhibitions in his hometown
(including the Yonkers Synagogue) on Saturday, January 29.
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